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My journey into cybersecurity began with a deep love for technology. I got my first computer in 
1988, at a time when computers were very different from what we know today. It did not even 
have an operating system, so in order to use it I first had to program it myself. The first thing I 
learned was not how to use applications, but how to write code. 

Early on, I realized that anyone who wants to become a good cybersecurity professional must 
first understand how the digital world actually works. To protect a system, you must first 
understand how it operates. This means learning the foundations of technology: networks, 
operating systems, and programming. Cybersecurity is not simply about tools or hacking 
techniques; it is about understanding systems at a deeper level. 

I began my professional career as a penetration tester. I always believed that to become strong 
in cyber defense, you must first understand the attacking process. Understanding how 
attackers think is essential for protecting systems effectively. I remember reading the story of 
Kevin Mitnick, one of the most well-known hackers in the world, especially in social 
engineering. However, the person who impressed me the most was Tsutomu Shimomura, the 
expert who tracked him down. We often remember those who perform spectacular attacks. Yet 
sometimes the most impressive work is done by the people who manage to stop them. 

Cybersecurity is essentially a strategic game. What keeps me active in this field is the constant 
challenge of identifying and confronting the unknown, the next threat that has not yet appeared. 
In cyberspace there are no real boundaries; there are only new problems waiting to be 
understood. 

Cybersecurity is not just a profession. It is a continuous journey of learning and discovery about 
how the digital world works. And perhaps the most important advice for newcomers is this: 

Do not chase tools. Chase understanding. Excellence in cybersecurity comes from deep 
knowledge, understanding the mindset of the attacker, and the relentless commitment to keep 
learning every single day. 


